
Regular 9th Grade Summer Reading 2020 

Part 1: Read the poem “No Man is an Island,” found at the following link, then answer the 

question below: https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/no-man-is-an-island 

 

How does our modern society value connection between people? Is this similar to how 
Donne conceived of it? Do you agree or disagree with his views on human 
connections? Explain why and provide an example that proves your view. 

 

 

 

Part 2: Read the informational text on the Black Death found at the following link, then answer 

the questions below: https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/the-black-death 

 

After reading the article on the Black Death, compare that disease to COVID-19. Include 3 

bullets in each column. The items for each text should be DIFFERENT from each other. 

Only the BOTH column should include what each text has in common. 

The Black Death Both COVID-19 

●  ●  ●  

 

The Black Death ended up causing massive society changes in Europe. What changes 
do you think COVID-19 will cause in our society? 

 

 

Extra Credit Opportunity: 

What the Flu Does to Your Body and Why it Makes You Feel So Awful 
 https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/what-the-flu-does-to-your-body-and-why-it-

makes-you-feel-so-awful  

 
After reading the article on the flu, research symptoms and effects of COVID-19. Then, create a Google 
Slides/Prezi presentation about how COVID-19 is similar and different to the flu, as well as the different 
ways that each affects you. 
You must include: 

 One slide describing the symptoms and effects of the flu 

 One slide describing the symptoms and effects of COVID-19 

 One slide describing the similarities between the two illnesses 

 One slide explaining the differences between the two illnesses 

 One slide comparing how each illness has affected your life 

 At least 3 images for throughout your slides/presentation 
 
Each slide should have AT LEAST 5 bullet points. Once you are done, copy and paste the share link in 
the box below.  
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